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TRANSACTIONS OF THE SOCIETY FOR 1868. 



Society's Meeting, May 7th, 1868. Hon. Charles P. Daly, 
the President, in the chair. 

On motion of Mr. T. Bailey Myers, the reading of the 
minutes of the last meeting, held on the 4th day of April, 
1867, was dispensed with. 

The following new nominations for membership were then 
made by Hon. Charles P. Daly : Wm. H. Appleton, Dudley 
S. Gregory, Samuel Coulter, George Peyton. 

They were severally referred to the Council for approval. 

On motion of Mr. Myers, seconded by Mr. Stout, the fol- 
lowing resolution was unanimously adopted : 

Resolved, That the thanks of the American Geographical and 
Statistical Society are hereby presented to Peter Cooper, Esq., 
and to the Board of Trustees of the Cooper Union, for the valu- 
able assistance they have extended to the Society in its reorgan- 
ization, and for the liberal accommodations they have appro- 
priated and fitted for their use. 

General Thomas L. Kane, of Pennsylvania, was then in- 
troduced, and read a paper upon the newly acquired Territory 
of Alaska, considered as a base for future explorations of 
the North Pole. 

After the reading of the paper, Dr. Hayes, the well-known 
Arctic Explorer, by invitation of the President, expressed his 
views with regard to the project for future Arctic explorations, 
which he did by saying, that, although he was himself com- 
mitted to the route by way of Smith Sound, no prejudice 
should exist as to the line of exploration, and that he heartily 
endorsed the views of General Kane. 

On motion of Mr. Stout, seconded by Mr. Blodgett, the 
following preamble and resolution were offered and unani- 
mously adopted, to wit : 
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Whereas, There is reason to believe that the Northwestern 
Territory, recently ceded to the United States by the Russian 
Government, possesses resources in productions and naval facili- 
ties of much greater value and importance than has heretofore 
been generally supposed, and that its rapid development by ex- 
plorations in geodesy and natural history is deemed to be highly 
important to the interests both of science and of commerce; 
therefore, 

Besolved, That the officers of the Society be requested to pre- 
pare and transmit to Congress a memorial, asking the earliest 
possible action to secure a proper survey and examination upon 
the coast and within the Territory of Alaska, by officers of the 
Coast Survey, and others of competent scientific ability and ex- 
perience. 

The Chair then appointed Messrs. Stout, Blodgett, and 
Straznicky as the committee. 

On motion of Mr. Stout, seconded by Mr. Cooper, it was 
unanimously 

Resolved, That the thanks of the Society be presented to Gen. 
Thomas L. Kane for his valuable paper on Alaska, read this eve- 
ning, and that a copy of it be requested for the archives of the 
Society. 

The Chair then conveyed the thanks of the Society to 
General Kane, and, 

On motion of Mr. Straznicky, the following gentlemen 
were appointed by the Chair as a committee to prepare suit- 
able nominations for the annual election of officers, on the 
14th instant, namely, Messrs. Myers, Blodgett, and W. E. 
Curtis. 

On motion of Mr. Myers, the President's name was added 
to the Special Committee on Memorial. 

On motion, the meeting then adjourned. 

Annual Meeting, May 14, 1868. Hon. Charles P. Daly, 
the President, in the chair. 

The minutes of the last meeting, May 7, 1868, were read 
and approved. 

The following Annual Reports were then presented : 
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(a) From Hon. Frederick A. Conkling, Chairman of the 
Council. 

(6) From Win. Bemsen, Esq., Treasurer, exhibiting a bal- 
ance in the treasury of 1371.54. 

(c) From the Librarian, T. B. Myers, Esq., showing that 
since the last Annual Beport there had been presented 1,551 
volumes and 777 maps, which had been added to the library. 

(d) From the Foreign Corresponding Secretary, Francis 
A. Stout, Esq., exhibiting the very satisfactory condition of 
the correspondence of the Society with foreign scientific soci- 
eties and governments at the present time. 

(e) From the Becording Secretary, E. B. Straznicky, rela- 
ting chiefly to the successful removal and reorganization of 
the Society. 

On motion, the reports were severally accepted and ordered 
to be placed on file. 

The special committee, appointed at the last meeting, on 
the 7th of May, to prepare suitable nominations for election of 
officers for the ensuing year, reported the following ticket : 

President. — Hon. Charles P. Daly, LL. D. 

Vice-Presidents. — Henry Grinkell, Hon. Frederick A 
Conkling, Bev. Joseph P. Thompson, D. D. 

Foreign Corresponding Secretary. — Francis A. Stout. 

Domestic Corresponding Secretary. — Cyrus W. Field. 

Becording Secretary. — E. B. Straznicky. 

Treasurer. — Henry Clews. 

Librarian. — H B. Hammond. 

Council. — Wm. Bemsen, T. Bailey Myers, W. T. Blodgett, 
Hon. Townsend Harris, W. E. Curtis. 

The Chair then appointed Dr. J. W. Bichards and Dr. D. 
P. Holton as tellers. 

While the election was proceeded with, the Council reported 
the names of the following gentlemen as having been recom- 
mended for election as resident members : W. H. Apple- 
ton, Dudley S. Gregory, Samuel Coulter, George Peyton, 
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Sam'l B. Kuggles, Eufus G. Beardslee, Hooper C. Van Vorst, 
Nath. Jarvis, Jr., Hon. Geo. C. Barrett, Abraham B. Law- 
rence, Douglas Taylor, Jeremiah J. Campion, Thomas Boese, 
Prof. Charles A. Joy, Samuel McLean, Hon. C. P. Kirkland, 
Jackson S. Schultz, Thomas Addis Emmet, M. D., Martin 
Zborowski. 

No ballot being called for, they were declared duly elected 
resident members. 

The tellers then reported that the gentlemen recommended 
upon the ticket for election were unanimously elected. Ac- 
cordingly, they were declared duly elected officers of the 
Society for the ensuing year. 

On motion, the meeting then adjourned. 

Annual Report of Council for 1867 and 1868. 

The Council of the Society respectfully submit the follow- 
ing report for the two years ending on May 1st, 1868 : 

It is known that during the war of the rebellion, the operations 
ot the Society were for the most part unavoidably suspended. 
But three public meetings have been held since the annual elec- 
tion for officers in May, 1866. One in commemoration of the 
life and character of the late lamented President, Francis L. 
Hawks, D.D., LL.D., on which occasion a eulogy was pronoun- 
ced by Evert A. Duyckinck, Esq. ; the second on April 4, 1867, for 
the purpose of considering the removal of the Society to its 
present apartments ; the third on the 7th inst., when General 
Thomas L. Kane, of Pennsylvania, read a paper on the Geogra- 
phy and Resources of the Territory of Alaska. 

The generous offer by the Trustees of the Cooper Union of 
the perpetual use of a suite of spacious, fire-proof rooms, hav- 
ing been accepted at the meeting held on April 4, 1867, the 
property of the Society, consisting of the library, maps, charts, 
atlases, globes, etc., etc., was at once removed from Clinton Hall, 
under the direction of the Recording Secretary. The rooms, 
consisting of a Lecture-room, a Library, and Map-room, have 
been liberally and handsomely fitted up at the expense of the 
Trustees of the Cooper Union. Several members of the Coun- 
cil have procured, at their own expense, the most recent and 
complete maps of the principal divisions of the world, and have 
had them, together with an interesting series of geographical 
views of Asia, mounted, framed, and hung upon the walls. 
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They have likewise added to the Library a set of improved 
globes, and copies of the latest and best atlases which have ap- 
peared in England, Germany, and this country. 

The Treasurer's Report shows a satisfactory condition of the 
funds of the Society, as will appear from the following sum- 
mary : 

Total Receipts to May 1, 1868 $2,541 33 

" Expenditures to May 1, 1868 2,169 79 

Cash balance in hands of Treasurer $371 54 

Annual dues (unpaid) 300 00 

Total Resources $671 54 

In addition to this sum, the Treasurer has in his pos- 
session the check of Prof. S. F. B. Morse for the sum 
of $20 00 

And that of P. A Stout, Esq., for the sum of 100 00 

Total $120 00 



If these funds, which have been made applicable by the donors 
to specific objects, be added to the above-named balance, the 
resources of the Society will be increased to the sum of $791.54 

The Foreign Corresponding Secretary's Report furnishes grat- 
ifying evidence of the high estimation in which the Society con- 
tinues to be held by many scientific bodies and governments 
abroad. Notwithstanding the temporary suspension of our own 
publications and exchanges, we have regularly received their 
valuable Reports, Transactions, Journals and Public Documents. 
To the indefatigable labors of Francis A. Stout, Esq., the For- 
eign Corresponding Secretary, during his recent sojourn in the 
Old World, the Society is largely indebted for these important 
additions to its Library. 

The Librarian's Report exhibits a highly gratifying condition 
of his department. Since the date of the last report 408 dona- 
tions have been received, comprising 11 vols, folio, 119 vols. 
4to, 457 vols. 8vo, 69 vols. 12mo, 355 pamphlets 4to, 540 
pamphlets 8vo, 777 maps. 

Particular attention is invited to the valuable and beautiful 
atlas of Switzerland by General Dufour, which has been presett- 
ed to the Society by Prof. Samuel F. B. Morse, together with a 
check for the sum of $20.00 to defray the expenses of binding 
the same. It has accordingly been elegantly and substantially 
bound in red morocco, and can be found on one of the tables in 
the map room. 
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The heirs of the late Prof. Renwick have presented to the So- 
ciety a very large and valuable collection of books, drawings, 
maps, and atlases, relating to almost every department of 
science, and amounting to 341 volumes. 

Mr. H. F. Walling's donation of 678 maps, principally rela- 
ting to North America, and especially to the United States, is also 
of great value. 

The Recording Secretary's Report is very satisfactory in re- 
gard to the preservation of the property of the Society, which is 
placed in his immediate custody. The books, maps, charts, 
atlases, globes, etc., etc., are now admirably arranged, easily 
accessible, and, when properly indexed, will be found to be one 
of the most useful geographical collections on this continent. 

The Council avail themselves of this opportunity to place on 
record their grateful sense of the munificence which the Trustees 
of the Cooper "Union have displayed in their relations with the 
Society. To Mr. Cooper himself, in an especial manner, our 
thanks are due for his uniform courtesy and liberality, as well as 
his personal supervision of the arrangements for our accomo- 
dation. 

In conclusion, the Council cannot but congratulate the Society 
upon the cheering prospects now before them of long continued 
prosperity and usefulness. 

F. A. Conkung, 

Chairman of Council. 

Council Meeting, at the Society's Booms, Cooper Institute, 
May 24, 1868. 

On motion, Wm. Bemsen, Esq., was temporarily called to 
the chair. 

On motion of Judge Daly, the Hon. F. A. Conkling was 
unanimously elected as permanent Chairman of the Council 
for the ensuing year, and Mr. E. B. Straznicky as Secretary. 

After transacting the usual amount of routine business, 
the Secretary presented the following very interesting letter 
from Mr. E. H. Perkins, United States Consul at St. Croix, 
West Indies : 

United States Consulate, St. Cboix, W. I., 

Monday, April 20, 1868. 

Sir, — Her B. M. ship Sphinx, Captain R A. Hamilton, has 
recently visited these waters for the purpose of ascertaining if 
any difference has been made in the soundings by the late earth- 
quakes. 
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Captain Hamilton informs me that he has discovered no 
change. I enclose a rough sketch, copied from his deep Bea 
soundings, which may be of some interest to the Society, not 
only on account of the particular object for which he was sent 
here by the Admiralty, but also as showing the geological forma- 
tion of these islands and the practicability of a cable. He 
remarked to me, that he thought the depth would make those 
who were thinking of a cable think twice about it as a paying 
concern ! The 1,000 fathoms off Ham's Bluff, without bottom, 
was within one and a half miles of the shore, and proves St 
Croix to be the apex of an immense submarine mountain. 
I am, with great respect, your ob't serv't, 
E. H. Perkins, 

U. S. Consul, and ex-officio Member American 
Geographical and Statistical Society. 
To the Secretary American Geographical and 
Statistical Society, New York. 

On motion of the Hon. Charles P. Daly, it was 

Resolved, That the thanks of the Society be presented to Mr. 
Perkins for his highly interesting and valuable communication, 
and that the same be published in the forthcoming Journal of 
the Society's Transactions. 

On motion, the Council then adjourned. 

Society's Meeting, June 12, 1868. Hon. Charles P. Daly, 
President, in the chair. 

The minutes of the last meeting, May 14, 1868, were read 
and approved. 

The Council reported the following gentlemen suitable for 
election as resident members : C. F. Blake, Andrew G. Bin- 
inger, Prof. John S. Newberry, Cornelius K. Agnew, M. D.; J. 
C. Carter, Jno. D. Sherwood, George W. Blunt, Wm. S. Mount, 
Gen. John Cochrane, Stephen Philbin, E. George Squier, Frank 
Leslie, Robert Pardow, Jr., W. C. Barrett, Thomas Murphy, 
Dr. Isaac I. Hayes, Wm. McKellar, George W. Matsell, Gen. 
Francis C. Barlow, Col. A. J. H. Duganne, Ephraim A. Ja- 
cobs, Charles S. Spencer, Charles B. Hoffman, Wm. J. Hop- 
pin, Alexander M. White, Wm. G. Choate, George Shea, B. 
Williams, James Parton, Hon. J. W. Edmonds, Augustus F. 
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Smith, Isaac P. Martin, John J. Cisco, Luther B. Marsh, 
Paul B. Du Chaillu, Thomas F. Devoe, David Banks, Jr., 
Prof. Ch. Fred. Hartt, of Cornell University, as a non-res- 
ident member ; John B.Moreau, Gen. William Hall, Edmund 
H. Miller, Col. J. H. Wells, W. H. Hurlbert, Carl Pfeiffer, 
Bev. B. F. De Costa, Dr. Elisha Harris, Dr. Henry Draper, 
Theobald Frohwein, Cornelius Bose, Simon Bernheimer, 
Adolph Bernheimer, Leopold Bernheimer, Adolf L. Sanger, 
Jacob Goldsmith, Daniel Huntington, William P. Powers, 
Gen. G. 8. Green, Wm. Hegeman, Charles D. Gambrill, 
Bev. Dr. John Hall, and Prof. Ferdinand Von Hochstetter, 
of the University of Vienna, Austria, as a corresponding 
member. 

No ballot being called for, all were declared duly elected 
members of the Society. 

The President then introduced to the Society Prof. C. F. 
Hartt, of Vassar College, Poughkeepsie, who accompanied the 
Agassiz Expedition to Brazil as a Geologist and Naturalist. 

Prof. Hartt gave a very interesting account of the 
geological features of the coast of Brazil, as far as he had an 
opportunity to visit the same, describing the process of mining 
coal and gold, and the formation of coral reefs. 

On motion of the Bev. Dr. Thompson, the thanks of the 
Society were tendered to Pro! Hartt for his interesting and 
instructive discourse, and a copy of it requested for the 
archives of the Society. 

On motion, the Society then adjourned for the summer sea- 
son, to meet again in the month of November. 

Society's Meeting, November 12, 1868. Hon. Charles P. 
Daly, President, in the chair. 

The minutes of the last meeting, June 12, 1868, were read 
and approved. 

Mr. Bemsen, on behalf of Council, recommended the fol- 
lowing gentlemen for election as resident members: Vin- 
cent Colyer, Samuel J. Tilden, Henry Morrison, James W. 
Gillies, David Hoyt, Henry E. Davies, James G. Bennett, Jr., 
C. Bainbridge Smith, John B. Brady, Henry G. Marquaod, 
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Holbert Smales, Anthony L. Robertson, John Bryan, Wm. 
C. Rhinelander, Evert A. Duyckinck, Charles C. Jones, Jr., 
George P. Putnam, Joseph N. Balestier, Smith E. Lane, 
Welcome B. Beebe, Clarence A. Seward, Edward Bill, Charles 
Dennis, John D. Hewlett, Jas. H Chapman, Anthony A. 
Raven, Ezekiel H. Davis, Matthias Nicoll, Grove P. Mitchell, 
Henry W. Johnson, Archibald G. Montgomery, Jr., T. B. 
Bleecker, Jr., N. W. Stayvesant Catlin, Wm. Augustas 
Walker, James Lawson, Jr., John P. Paulison, Alfred Ogden, 
Julian P. James, George McClure, Wm. A. Ogden Hege- 
man, N. M. Beckwith, Amasa A. Redfield, Elbridge T. Gerry, 
Wm. H. Leonard, Joshua M. Van Cott, Henry Nicoll, C.Van 
Santvoord, Wm. H. Gebhard, and as a corresponding mem- 
ber, Wm. A. P. Martin, D.D., Professor of the Imperial 
College at Pekin, China. 

No ballot being called for, these gentlemen were declared 
duly elected. 

Mr. Henry Clews, Treasurer, presented his report, through 
Mr. Remsen, which exhibited a balance in the treasury of 
$432.63. 

The Librarian, Mr. H. B. Hammond, being unable to at- 
tend, presented his report through Mr. Stout, which showed 
that since his last report, rendered in May, 1,136 donations 
had been made to the Library, consisting of books, maps, 
charts, and atlases, and that the whole collection was now 
arranged and classified, of whioh a catalogue and complete 
index will soon be published. 

On motion, the several reports were accepted and ordered 
on file. 

The President then made a few introductory remarks, and 
stated that he had first to announce, with great regret, the 
death of Mons. De La Roquette, Honorary Ex-President of 
the Geographical Society of Paris, and Honorary Member 
of this Society, a great and useful man, whose loss will be 
deeply regretted by many scientific societies of which he was 
an associate. A resolution of condolence will therefore be 
submitted, to be reported upon at the next meeting. 

The President also announced that he had received a dis* 
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patch from Bombay, dated October 30, which confirmed the 
reported safety of Dr. Livingstone, and that he was on his 
way to Zanzibar, thence to proceed to Lake Nyanza, in order 
to solve the last problem concerning the Nile. 

The President reported, in grateful terms, the valuable gift 
of Mr. George W. Blunt, who presented the Society with a 
collection of all the books, maps, and charts that had been 
published by his house since 1793. 

The President then introduced to the Society Dr. Isaac I. 
Hayes, who delivered a most elaborate discourse upon the 
former plan of reaching the North Pole by way of Smith's 
Sound, and the establishment of a self-supporting colony in 
the Arctic regions as a base of operations. 

On the conclusion of this most interesting discourse, Mr. 
T. Bailey Myers, seconded by Mr. Henry Grinnell, moved 
the thanks of the Society to Dr. Hayes, and requested that a 
copy of his paper be furnished for the archives of the So- 
ciety. 

Mr. Wm. E. Curtis then submitted the following resolution, 
which after being seconded was unanimously adopted, to wit : 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed by the 
President to prepare resolutions to be submitted at the next 
meeting, expressive of the sincere respect entertained by the 
Society for the character and labors of the late Monsieur De 
La Roquette. 

The President then appointed Messrs. Curtis, Stout, and 
Straznicky as such committee. 

On motion, the meeting then adjourned. 

Society's Meeting, December 17, 1868. Hon. Chas. P. 
Daly, President, in the chair. 

The minutes of the last meeting, Nov. 12, 1868, were read 
and approved. 

Mr. Bemsen, on behalf of Council, reported the following 
gentlemen as having been recommended for election as res- 
ident members, viz. : Henry L. Piereon, Jr., Bobert J. Ho- 
guet, Bobert Slimmon, Hon. Henry C. Murphy, Wm. White- 
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wright, Jr., Prof. Theo. W. Dwight, LL. D., Marshal O. Rob- 
erts, H. B. Dawson, Erastus C. Benedict, James M. McLean. 
Raphael Pumpelly, Chas. C. Allen, Henry Suydam, Rev. W. 
C. Prime, Gideon Lee, Elial F. Hall, Henry A. Richmond, 
Hezron A. Johnson, James A. Whitney, F. L. O. Rcehrig, Ph. 
D., and on the recommendation of the Hon. C. P. Daly, Prof. 
Albert S. Bickmore, M. A., of Cambridge, Mass., as a cor- 
responding member. 

No ballot being called for, these gentlemen were declared 
duly elected members of the Society. 

The Treasurer presented his report, through Mr. Remsen, 
showing a balance in the treasury of $503.21, which report, 
on motion, was accepted and placed on file. 

Win. E. Curtis, Chairman of the Special Committee, ap- 
pointed at the last meeting to draw up suitable resolutions 
on the death of Monsieur De La Roquette, submitted the 
following report : 

The Committee appointed by resolution at the regular month- 
ly meeting of the American Geographical and Statistical Society, 
held November 12, 1868, to draft resolutions expressive of the 
respect entertained by this body for the character and labors of 
the late Monsieur De la Roquette, Honorary Ex-President of 
the Geographical Society of Paris, and Honorary Member of this 
Society, have the honor to submit as their report the following 
resolutions : 

1st Resolved, That the American Geographical and Statistical 
Society desires to record the great loss it has sustained, in com- 
mon with other scientific societies, by the death of Monsieur 
De la Roquette, Honorary Ex-President of the Geographical 
Society of Paris and Honorary Member of this Society. 

2d. Resolved, That the efforts of Monsieur De la Roquette in 
behalf of geographical science, extending over a period of 
nearly half a century, have been of inestimable benefit to his 
co-laborers, and merit the earnest appreciation with which they 
have everywhere been received. 

3d. Resolved, That in patient zeal and scrupulous exactness in 
the search after truth, Monsieur De la Roquette had no rivals, 
and that in trustworthiness his researches rank with the highest. 

4th. Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions properly en- 
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grossed and endorsed by this committee and by the officers of 
this Society, be forwarded to the family of the deceased savant. 

Respectfully submitted. 

(Signed) Wm. E. Curtis, 

" F. A. Stout, 

" KB. Straznioky. 

On motion of Hon. Townsend Harris, the report was ac- 
cepted, and a copy of it ordered to be transmitted to the 
family of the deceased. 

The President then introduced to the Society, the Rev. B. 
F. De Costa, who read a very interesting and instructive 
paper "On the Early Voyages of the Northmen to America." 

At the conclusion of this paper, on motion of Mr. Peter 
Cooper, the thanks of the Society were presented to Mr. De 
Costa for his valuable paper, and a copy of it requested for 
the archives of the Society. 

On motion, the meeting then adjourned. 

Society's Meeting, February 4th, 1869. Hon. Chables P. 
Daly, President, in the chair. 

The minutes of the last meeting, December 17th, 1868, 
were read and approved. 

Mr. Remsen, on behalf of Council, reported the follow- 
ing gentlemen as suitable for election as resident mem- 
bers: Robert M. Strebeigh, Henderson Moore, C. F. Wreaks, 
A. K. Gardner, M. D., Theodore Roosevelt, Simon Stern, 
Oscar E. Schmidt, Henry O'Rielly, Gen. Adam Badeau, 
David L. Rogers, Stephen Rowe Bradley, Edward Harland. 

No ballot being called for, these gentlemen were declared 
duly elected members of the Society. 

The Treasurer, not being able to attend, presented his 
report through the Recording Secretary, exhibiting a balance 
in the treasury of $743.32. 

The Librarian presented his report through the Recording 
Secretary, showing that 104 volumes were received by dona- 
tion and 56 by purchase, making a total of 160 volumes. 
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Both reports were, on motion, accepted and ordered to be 
placed on file. 

The President then introduced to the audience Mr. Paul 
B. Du Chaillu, the distinguished African traveller and ex- 
plorer, who read a paper on " Equatorial Africa, with an Ac- 
count of the Race of Pigmies and of the Cannibal Tribes." 

At the conclusion of the reading, on motion of Mr. Archi- 
bald Russell, seconded by Mr. W. H. Arnoux, the thanks of 
the Society were presented to Mr. Du Chaillu, for his very 
interesting and instructive paper, and a copy of it requested 
for the archives of the Society. 

On motion, the meeting then adjourned. 

Society's Meeting, "Special," February 18, 1869. The 
Rev. Dr. Jos. P. Thompson, Vice-President, in the chair. 

On motion, the reading of the minutes of the previous 
meeting was postponed. 

The President then introduced io the Society the Rev. Dr. 
W. A. P. Martin, Professor of the Imperial College at PeHn, 
China, who delivered a most interesting discourse upon his 
experience as a missionary in China, giving a graphic de- 
scription of the magnificent city of Pekin, with its twenty- 
three miles of circumference ; and of a journey into the in- 
terior of China. After enumerating the hidden treasures of 
coal, iron, silver and gold, which exist in the interior, he 
gave an account of his visit to that remarkable colony of 
ancient Jews in the city of Kafu, on the river Huang-ho, 
which was once the residence of the Imperial Court. Dr. 
Martin gave also a very interesting account of his visit to the 
tomb of Confucius, that most remarkable and renowned phi- 
losopher. 

At the conclusion of Dr. Martin's discourse, on motion of 
Mr. A. A. Low, seconded by the Rev. Dr. Adams, the thanks 
of the Society were presented to Dr. Martin for his very 
able and interesting discourse, and a copy of it requested for 
the archives of the Society. 

Mr. Remsen, on behalf of Council, recommended the fol- 
lowing gentlemen for election as resident members : ¥m. M. 
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Hoisted, Peter B. Sweeney, Wm. B. Maelay, E. Clifford 
Wadsworth, Joseph Sabin, Andrew H. Green, John A. 
Russell ; and by the Hon. Chas. P. Daly, as a corresponding 
member, W. W. Maelay, U. S. N., Annapolis, Md. 

No ballot being called for, they were declared duly elected 
members of the Society. 

On motion, the meeting then adjourned. 



Society's Meeting, March 18, 1869. Hon. Charles P. Daly, 
President, in the chair. 

The minutes of the two previous meetings of February 4, 
and of February 18, 1869, were read and approved. 

The Treasurer's Report exhibiting a balance in the treas- 
ury of $833.79, was read and ordered to be placed on file. 

The Librarian's Report was read, showing that 494 
donations had been received, and giving a list of the principal 
donors. This was likewise ordered on file. 

Mr. Remsen, on behalf of Council, reported the following 
names as suitable for election as resident members : Philip 
M. Lydig, Eugene Kelly, Capt. Mayne Reid, Hon. Abraham 
B. Conger, Charles L. Spilthorn, Hon. Jno. V. L. Pruyn, 
LL.D., Jno. W. Barrows, Rev. Henry D. Ganse, D.D. ; and 
by Hon. Charles P. Daly, recommended as a corresponding 
member, Theodore Poesche, Inter. Rev. Dept., "Washington, 
D. C. 

No ballot being called for, they were declared duly elected 
members of the Society. 

The President then read a letter from the distinguished 
missionary, the Rev. Albert Bushnell, at Gaboon, in Equato- 
rial Africa, which he had sent to the Society, with a number 
of interesting books relating to that part of the country. 

On motion of Mr. Myers, a resolution of thanks was passed 
to Rev. Mr. Bushnell for this very interesting communication, 
and for his valuable donation. 

The President then read a paper prepared by Capt. Silas 
Bent, of St. Louis, Mo., showing the best practicable route to 
be pursued by navigators to the North Pole. 
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On motion of Mr. S. B. Buggies, the thanks of the Society 
were presented to Capt. Bent for his interesting and elaborate 
paper, and a copy of it requested for the archives of the So- 
ciety. 

The President then introduced to the Society Mr. Jno. A. 
Parker, who read a paper on " Polar Magnetism," showing 
that the Magnetic Pole is revolving, and that if his theory 
can be definitely proven, it would immensely benefit the sci- 
ences of practical navigation and surveying. 

On motion of Mr. Myers, the thanks of the Society were 
presented to Mr. Parker for his interesting and instructive 
paper, and a copy of it requested for the archives of the So- 
ciety. 

Dr. Hayes, responding to an invitation of the President, to 
make a few remarks, after expressing the satisfaction he had 
experienced in listening to the able paper of Captain Bent, said, 
that if he could not altogether agree with the Captain as to the 
best way of getting to the North Pole, he could certainly agree 
with him as to the importance of getting there one way or 
another ; and in proof of this, if proof were needed, we have it 
here fresh from the lips of our colleague, Mr. Parker, who has so 
ingeniously illustrated to us his theory of Polar Magnetism. 

You have heard, said Dr. Hayes, his confession of the lack 
of much necessary information ; and, indeed, in every branch of 
science the student feels seriously the break in the chain of ob- 
servations which occurs at the North Pole. This link should be 
supplied. Magnetism is a science which has steadily grown in 
importance every year, since Columbus first trusted himself to 
the guidance of the magnetic needle, and first marked with 
vessel's keel a track across the Atlantic. 

The application of steam to commerce, and the discovery of 
the telegraph, have made the careful study of magnetism a 
simple necessity. We must know the laws of variation if we 
would mark the shortest passage from port to port. Errors 
have gradually been eliminated, and great discoveries have been 
made ; but we must still regard the science as in some sense in 
its infancy ; and its laws can, in truth, never be satisfactorily 
established, until we have recorded observations at the North 
Pole. I must congratulate the Society upon having its attention 
so conspicuously drawn to this need by Captain Bent and Mr. 
Parker. It was a very happy idea of yours, Mr. President, to 
bring the subject up from a new point of view. "We have surely 
now the right to look at the North Pole from Alaska ; and since 
we own one-half of that little key-hole to the Arctic Ocean, 
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Behring Strait, we have surely a right to the key. The line of 
our territories extends right through that key-hole up to the 
North Pole, and then down on the other side, and out through 
another key-hole called Smith Sound. 

Then let us get to the North Pole, as I have said before, one 
way or another, and see what we have obtained by the bargain. 
I still cling to the Smith Sound route ; and even Captain Bent's 
persuasive earnestness cannot bring me to any other way of 
thinking. I believe one could get to the North Pole by Behring 
Strait or by the Spitsbergen Sea ; but I have simply a preference 
for Smith Sound. Perhaps it is because I know it so well, and 
have already in that direction reached, as did Dr. Kane before 
me, the open Polar Sea. I would therefore " fight it out on that 
line." To the scheme which I have proposed I would again ask 
your attention. Briefly, then: 

1st. — As to its design. The design of the expedition which I 
have proposed, is to complete the exploration of the entire re- 
gion northward of Baffin's Bay ; to trace Greenland and Grinnell 
Land to their termination ; to ascertain if other lands he to the 
northward; to explore the open sea ; and lastly, to reach the 
North Pole — making upon the course such observations as cir- 
cumstances will allow. Thus will a field be opened for the most 
valuable discoveries in Geography, Geology, in Glacier Forma- 
tions, Magnetism, Ocean Tides and Currents, and in Natural 
History. 

2d. — As to plan. I would set out in May with two vessels, 
one a small steamer, and would make my course northward, 
parallel with the west coast of Greenland, through the " middle 
ice," until I reached Smith Sound in lat. 78° 17', when, in my 
old harbor of 1860-61, I would pass the winter. Here there is 
abundance of game, and I would form a colony. Walrus, seals, 
bears, reindeer, and foxes could be caught in great numbers, 
and not only would the colony be made self-sustaining in the 
matter of food, but a valuable cargo of furs and oil might be col- 
lected. Then I would push northward the next summer with 
the steamer, and woidd thus aim to reach the North Pole. In 
any case, I would secure a harbor, and a base of operations, 
much to the north of the colony ; and thus would the steamer 
and the colony become the centres from which the explorations 
already mentioned would be made. 

Zd. — As to cost. A public-spirited citizen of New York has 
offered to supply a suitable steamer, and there is good reason to 
suppose that we could obtain from the Government the loan of 
a sailing vessel, one of the many not in use. These vessels fur- 
nished, they could be equipped and maintained in the field 
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through two summers and two winters, at a cost of about forty 
thousand dollars ($40,000). 

4Mi. — Let it be remembered that this is " the American route." 
Tlie land extends there farther north than in any other quarter, 
so far as known, and Americans have there explored to within 
less than eight degrees, that is to say, within four hundred and 
fifty miles of the Pole. Independent, therefore, of the value to 
science of this particular line of discovery, above any other in 
the unexplored parts of the Arctic regions, there is something 
of national honor involved in the pursuit of it, especially at 
this time, when England, France, Germany, and Sweden are 
each aiming to reach the North Pole by various routes ; to which 
end expeditions are actually preparing. Shall we let these na- 
tions win from us the coveted honor of priority ? I do not be- 
lieve there is a single person within the reach of my voice who 
would be indifferent to the matter, and who would not wish to 
see the " American Flag " first planted at the North Pole. 

5th. — As to the advantages of the Smith Sound route over all 
other routes for discovery in the unexplored parts of the Arctic 
regions, they are but the simple enumeration which I have be- 
fore made to the Society, viz. : 1st — Land as a base of operations ; 
2d — The opportunity to colonize a party of hunters and natives, 
as the means to a permanent support. 

On motion, the meeting then adjourned. 

Society's Meeting, April 22, 1869. Hon. Chas. P. Daly 
President, in the chair. 

The minutes of the last meeting, held March 18, 1869, 
were read and approved. 

Mr. Remsen, on behalf of Council, reported the names 
of the following gentlemen as suitable for election as resident 
members : James Geddes Day, Major Montgomery, John A. 
Parker, John A. Hadden. No ballot being called for, they 
were declared duly elected members of the Society. 

The Treasurer presented his monthly report, exhibiting a 
cash balance in the treasury of $818.99. 

The Librarian also sent in his monthly report, showing 
that during the past month, by donations and purchases, 214 
entries were made. 

The President then introduced to the Society Prof. T. 
Sterry Hunt, LL.D., of Montreal, who read a paper on the 
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Origin and Cause of Earthquakes and Volcanoes, and in rela- 
tion to their past and present geographical distribution. 

On motion of Dr. Hayes, seconded by Mr. Peter Cooper, 
the thanks of the Society were presented to Prof. Hunt for 
his valuable and instructive paper, and a copy of it requested 
for the archives of the Society. 

On motion of Mr. Francis A. Stout, it was 

Resolved, That a special committee of three be appointed by 
the President, to prepare suitable nominations for election of 
officers for the ensuing year, 1869-70. 

The Chair then appointed Messrs. N. M. Beckwith, Dr. 
I. L Hayes, and Dr. Theodore A. Tellkampf, as the commit- 
tee. 

On motion, the meeting then adjourned. 

E. R. Stbaznicky, 

Recording Secretary. 



